@6/81/2015 13:52 19P63537540 KBIC PAGE ©1/82

KEWEENAW BAY INDIAN COMMUNITY

Keweenaw Bay Tribal Center

168429 Beartown Road .

2015 TRIBAL COUNCU.-- Baraga, MlCh'gaﬂ 49908 ROBERT EE:SDYCS];I\?JASI'{J)%
WAR@RCM?:Q)RAT:. R, Frosidear Phons (806) 358-6623 AL DAL B HaaTAlA
TENM , Vico President MICHAEL F. LAFERNIER, $R.
TONI. MINTON, Secteiary Fax (906) 353-7540 AR F LOOATO0T S
SUSAN J. LAFERNIER, Assistant Secretary DON MESSER, JR.
DOREEN G. BLAKER, Trezaurer DONALD SHALAFOE, SR,

May 29, 2017 .

Clerk of the Board

‘ U S. Environmental Protection AgenCy
.Enyironmental Apgjeals Board '
. 1200:Pennsylvania venue,NW
. -Mail Code 1103M | . .
o Wasmngton, DC 2 60-0001 .
c (Sent Vla U S Méul &Fax to 202-233—0121)

7 oML

yd'3'en
03A13334

Re; Save the Wﬂd P Petltion for Review - Lundin Eagle Mme LLC Case No UI@.S

8 $1V3AddV "HIANI
8% :2 Wd 2R SI0

. 3
On behalf of the K weenaw Bay Indxan Community: (KBIC), 1 wnte in declaration as

to the position of KBIC on the mdustnal mine water dlscharges at the Eagle mine
Jocated in Marquejte County, Mlchigan

The mine water dibcharges at the Eagle mme reqmre regulatlon by a National
Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit under the Clean Water Act
in order to protect{our water and other natural resaurces that appertain 1 KBIG
under Federal law] including but not limited to, the Salmon Trout River which flows
into Lake Superio} The entire area where the Eagle mine water discharges are

released is entirely within the ceded territory where KBIC retains: the rxght to hunt,
fish and gather as| ranted by treaty with the United States.

The Petition for R v:"'ew;submxtted by Save the Wild UP before the Enwronmental

Appeals Board regftests that the United States Environmental Protection Agency
require a NPDES pgrmit for the industrial mine water. dlscharges from Eagle mine.
KBIC supparts thisplea for the follovmng reasons e

1. Industribl mine water discharges are released at the Eagle mine above the

surface pf the ground through a discreet conveyance called a rapid
infiltration system.

Superior. Lake Superior is essential to the purposes for which
e Indian Reservation, our homeland, was created.

LAKE SUPERIOR BAND OF CHIPPEWA INDIANS
"Home of the Midnight Two-Step Championship”

Received 06-01-2015  13:37 From=-19083537540 To-USEPA ENVIRONMENTAL Page 001



P6/@1/2815 13:52 198635375448 . KBIC PAGE ©2/82

3. A Grouhd Water Discharge Permit (GWDP) that was reissued by the State
of Mic igan on March 25, 2015 fails to adequately regulate the industrial

allowable limit for many contaminants, and otherwise fauls to
ly protect a fragile and highly important ecosystem that KBIC
embers depend on for food and medicine.

ted States Environmental Protection Agency Region 5 has failed
arge its trust responsibility to KBIC by inaccurately determining
se are "indirect discharges” to waters of the United States and
that the provisions of the GWDP adequately protect surface

In conclusion, KB
Review submitte
account the highl
Environmental
responsibility si
under the Clean
ceded territory.

Resgectfully, /
ﬁw@ﬁ‘w

Warren C. Swartz]]r.
President, Keweegaw Bay Indian Community

requests that in considering its jurisdiction over the Petition for
by Save the Wild UP, the Environmental Appeals Board take into
important trust responsibility that the United States

tection Agency must release to Indian tribes. This trust

ly requires that USEPA Region 5 properly exercise its authority
ater Act so that others do not unreasonably pollute within our
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