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Cled: of the Board ~ ,....,, 
c::::i 

U.S. EnVironm.en Protection Agency :S c:.n . 

'. En;yironmental Ap eals Board . . ::o ~·. t\.. c :::o 
120,Cl:Pe,nnsylvama veng~; NW ~ ~ ~~ 

. ·M~.GoP.e no3M .' -o . rnf'Tl 
\V~gtcn1~·-oci 60-0001 ,.. ~ ~ ~< 

· (~~~t.Via_~~s.::·~~m &.J'.'axto.i.02-233-0121) [;; ~ ~g 
... ..: . . :·. .. ... . . . , . . . .. . . . . . .. ct.I N 

Re: Save the·W~I.d: .. P .P~t~~o? fQf~View - Lundin Eagle Mt~e. LL~ tas~ No Ul~S-~ 
. . .. ... ·,. . ,. .. 0 

On behalf of the I( :We~n~W. Bay ln~ian Co.mm unity (KBlC); I write in declaration as 
to the position of BIC on.' the industrial :rfiine 'wat~r discharges at the Eagle mine 
located in Marque e County,.M.ichigan. · · · . · · ·· ··. · 

' ' '" . •', 
The mine water di charges at the Eagle mine r~quire.regu1*tion by a National 
Pollution Dischar Elimination System (NPiiES)".permit under the Clean Water Act 
in order t~ pro tee our water. anc:f ~th~r natural resoun;es that appertain IO KBIC 
under Federal Jaw incl U:d.ing but not limi~ed to, the s:ilmon Trout River which flows 
into Lake S~pefio The. entir~ area Where the Eagle mine water discharges are 
released is entirel within; µie.ceqed terrltory where KB..l.C ~~tains:th,e right to hunt, 
fish and gather as.« ranted by treaty with the United States. · · 

The Petition for R · · eyv-;submitted by Save the Wild UP before: t;he.Environmental 
Appeals Board req ests that th·a Uni~~.d ~tate~ Envircnimen~i Protection Agency 
require a NPDES p rmitfQr the·indt,1.s1i'lal mfoe watei: discharges from Eagle mine. 
KBIC supports thi plea for ihe .foilQwing.reasons'. · 

. . .. .. ' - '"' 

1. Industri 1 mine wa.ter discharges are released at the Eagle mine above the 
surface fthe ground through a discreet conveyance called a rapid 
infiltra n system. 

Z. All oft industrial mine water discharges present to the surface in the 
form of eeps or springs a short distance from the EaglQ mine and flow 
into the ast Branch of the Salmon Trout River which ultimately flows 

Superior. Lake Superior is essential to the purposes for which 
the L' e Indian Reservation, our homeland, was created. 

~ .. ~ SUPERIOR BAND Oli' CHIPPlrWA INDIANS 

" ome of the Midnight Two·Step Championship" 
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3. A Gro d Water Discharge Permit (GWDP) that was reissued by the State 
of Mi igan on March 25, 2015 fails to adequately regulate the industrial 
mine ter'discharges released at the Eagle mine. 

4. The re sued GWDP increased the amount of contaminants allowed, fails 
to set allowable liinit for many contaminants, and otherwise fails to 
adequ Jy protect a fragile and highly important ecosystem that KBIC 
tribal embers depend on for food and medicine. 

S. The U ted States Envtronmental Protection Agency Region 5 has failed 
to dis arge its trust responsibility to KBIC by i~accurately determining 
that th se are "indirect discharges" to waters of the United States and 
certifi that the provisions of the GWDP adequately protect s:urfacg 

In conclusion, KB 
Review submitte 
account the highl 
Environmental 
responsibility si 
under the Clean 
ceded territory. 

~· 

requests that in considering its jurisdiction over the Petition for 
by Save the Wild UP, the Envtronmental Appeals Board take into 
important trust responsibility that the United States 
tection Agency must release to Indian tribes:_ This: trust 
ly requires that USEPA Region 5 properly exercise its authority 

ater Act so that others do not unreasonably pollute within our 

Warren C. Swartz, Jr. 
President, Kewee aw Bay Indian Conununity 
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